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Oltmanns
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The oldest shipyard in Brake was founded by the ship’s carpenter
Hinrich Oltmanns in 1791. Up until its bankruptcy in 1901, some
143 wooden sailing ships were launched here, including galiotes,
schooners, brigs, barques, fully-rigged ships and Weser barges. The
shipyard was also well-known outside of the region, given the high
quality of services, particularly in the construction of fast vessels.
Accordingly, orders were placed by customers located beyond the
Weser coastline, such as Hamburg and the Netherlands. Following
the death of Ide Oltmanns senior in 1856, his widow Anna Rebecka
steered the company for nearly 30 additional years. The villa of the
Family Oltmanns, built in 1861, is a so-called "Helgenbaas-House"
and has been maintained practically unchanged until today.
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